CASE STUDY
The Dark History of World War |l

Introduction

World War 2 was primarily caused by a combination of factors, including the aftermath of

World War 1, economic instability, aggressive expansionist policies by Nazi Germany ™% and
Imperial Japan e , appeasement by Western Powers, and geopolitical tensions. The Treaty
of Versailles, which imposed heavy reparations or taxes (referred as fine) and territorial
losses on Germany ™ after World War 1, contributed to German resentment and

economic struggle or crisis. Additionally, the rise of totalitarian regimes in Germany ™8, |taly

i, and Japan e, along with their expansionist ambitions, escalated tensions further. The



invasion of Poland = by Germany ™® in 1939 marked the beginning of the war, as it
prompted Britain 22 and France Il B to declare war in response. The war's complexity makes
it a result of multiple interconnected factors. Also the great economical crisis at that played
a major role in the uprising of World War 2 and the participation of many countries in it, the
attack of Pearl Harbour, conducted by Japanese Empire ® on the United States of America

£ |ed a fully armed engagement of the U.S.A 2 in the World War 2.

Ignition
World € War Il was a global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945.

The vast majority of the nations of the world, including all major powers, eventually formed

two opposing military alliances.

In a state of full-scale war, with the direct participation of more than 100 million people
from more than 30 countries, the main actors poured all their economic, industrial 3 and

= # energies into the war effort.

World €» War Il was the bloodiest conflict in human history, with 50 to 85 million deaths,

most of them civilians in the Soviet Union and China .

Tens of millions of people died from genocide (including the Holocaust), premeditated

deaths from starvation, massacre, and disease.
The causes of World War Il are complex and the subject of much debate.

However, some key factors include: The Rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in Germany
-~

The failure of the Treaty of Versailles to create a lasting peace after World War I.

The outbreak of World € War Il can be traced back to the German invasion of Poland mms

on September 1, 1939.

World € War Il ended on September 2, 1945 with the surrender of Japan.



The war had a profound impact on the world, resulting in the deaths of millions and the

destruction of much of Europe and Asia.
Hitler's Racist World

Hitler believed that Germany ™® was being unfairly treated by the other European powers
after World War |.

He saw the war as a necessary means to achieve Germany's goals of Lebensraum and the

destruction of the Jewish people.
He believed that the strong should rule over the weak.
The war did not go as Hitler had planned, and he committed suicide in 1945.

He believed that the Aryan race is superior to all races in Germany =

The Great Depression: A Catalyst for
Conflict

The Great Depression had a significant impact on the outbreak of World War Il. Economic
instability and the chaos it caused led to political instability in many parts of the world,
which in turn gave rise to authoritarian regimes such as that of Adolf Hitler in Germany =
and the militarism of Germany ™® _Japan e . These regimes were expansionist and

militaristic, and they used the pretext of the Great Depression to justify their aggression.

In Germany ™% | the Great Depression led to the rise of the Nazi Party, which promised to
restore Germany to its former glory. Hitler's economic policies, such as deficit spending and
rearmament, helped create jobs and stimulated the economy, but they also led to
increased government control and militarization. Hitler also used the Great Depression to

blame Jews and other minorities, contributing to a climate of hatred and violence.



InJapan e , the Great Depression led to falling exports and rising unemployment. The
military saw this as an opportunity to expand the Japanese empire and access resources. In
1931, Japan e invaded Manchuria and in 1937, Japan e invaded China i . These
invasions were justified by the Japanese government as a way to ease economic hardship
and create a Greater East Asian Commonwealth. The Great Depression also contributed to
the outbreak of World War Il by making it difficult for countries to resolve their differences
peacefully. When countries are economically weak, they are more likely to use aggression

to achieve their goals. This was the case in Europe and Asia in the 1930s.

In short, the Great Depression was a major contributing factor to the outbreak of World
War Il. It creates economic instability and chaos, leading to political instability and the rise
of authoritarian regimes. Nations also have difficulty resolving their differences peacefully.

The Great Depression was a major turning point in history and its effects are still felt today.

The Manhattan Project

The Manhattan Project was a top-secret research and development project during World
War Il that aimed to develop the first atomic bomb. Led by the United States £, it was a
massive scientific and engineering endeavor that ultimately resulted in the creation of the

atomic bombs dropped on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.

Here are key details and facts about the Manhattan Project:



Origin and Purpose: The project began in 1939 after Albert Einstein's letter to President
Franklin D. Roosevelt warned about the potential military applications of nuclear fission.
The project's goal was to create an atomic bomb before Nazi Germany ™= could develop

one.

Key Figures: The project was directed by J. Robert Oppenheimer, a physicist £ , and
involved contributions from prominent scientists such as Enrico Fermi, Richard Feynman,
and Niels Bohr.

Locations: The research was conducted at multiple sites across the United States, with the
primary sites being Los Alamos, New Mexico (for bomb design and assembly), Oak Ridge,

Tennessee (for uranium enrichment), and Hanford, Washington (for plutonium production).

Uranium Enrichment: Two methods of uranium enrichment were pursued:
electromagnetic separation (using magnets to separate uranium isotopes) and gaseous

diffusion. The uranium-235 isotope was the target for creating a fission chain reaction.

Plutonium Production: Plutonium-239 was produced by irradiating uranium-238 in

nuclear reactors. This required the construction of massive reactors at Hanford.

Bomb Designs: Two types of bombs were developed: "Little Boy," which used uranium-235
and was dropped on Hiroshima, and "Fat Man," which used plutonium-239 and was

dropped on Nagasaki.

Test Explosion: The first successful test of an atomic bomb @ , codenamed "Trinity," took
place on July 16, 1945, in the New Mexico desert. This test proved the feasibility of the
bomb's design and the viability of the project's efforts.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki: The atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima on August 6,
1945, and Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. The bombings caused immense destruction and

loss of life, leading to Japan's surrender shortly afterward.

Ethical and Moral Questions: The development and use of atomic weapons raised ethical
and moral dilemmas due to their devastating impact. The bombing of civilian populations

continues to be a subject of debate and reflection.



Cold War Implications: The success of the Manhattan Project marked the beginning of the
nuclear 4 arms race between the United States £ and the Soviet Union during the Cold
War.

Legacy: The Manhattan Project had a profound influence on science, technology, and
international politics. It led to the establishment of the United Nations Il and efforts to

control nuclear proliferation.

The Manhattan Project remains a significant historical and scientific .. »# milestone,

shaping the course of the 20th century and beyond.

WHAT THE WORLD THOUGHT OF WW2

Nazi Germany'’s Point of View

The surrender of Germany ™% in World War 1, fired Adolf Hitler's biased mind, he accused
the Jews to be responsible for the same, he was injured during the war as he participated in
the war as a commander, when he got out of hospital £, he started attending political
meetings, he joined a small socialist group, named  “National Socialist German Workers
Party” which later became known as the Nazi Party, Hitler had his own way of addressing
and convincing gathering through his hand ' signs 5 in his speeches, these resulted to
him in a positive manner, he was able to convince the Germans and Aryans against the
Jews, when the Great Depression arrived and German Economy was almost dead -« , Hitler
promised the Germans to provide jobs, and revive the economy, if he was elected as the
chancellor. At that time there was a small government of Social Democrats who were

leading Germany ™ at that time. Hitler tried to overthrow them, but failed and was



arrested, he wrote his autobiography named “Mein Kampf” during this time, when he was
released he created an army of ex-soldiers and named the Brownshirts, because of their
uniform, they were allowed to roam freely in the streets and beat any Jews, who crossed by
them. Hitler, the leader of Nazi Party, won the next democratic elections and became the
co-president after Paul Von Hindenburg. Later, Hitler declared himself the dictator of
Germany ™8, he invaded Poland s in 1939, as he saw the people of Poland == and the

country itself as a part of Germany ™® and German Culture.

The perspective of Nazi Germany ™% on World War Il was shaped by its aggressive
expansionist policies, extreme nationalism, and racist ideology. Under the leadership of
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, Germany ™® sought to establish a totalitarian regime and

conquer vast territories in Europe.

From the Nazi perspective, the war was seen as a continuation of their quest for
Lebensraum ("living space") and the establishment of a racially pure Aryan empire. The
invasion of Poland = in 1939 marked the beginning of the war, and Germany's subsequent

invasions of other countries were justified within the framework of their expansionist goals.

Nazi propaganda portrayed the war as a fight for the survival and supremacy of the Aryan
race against perceived enemies, including Jews, Slavs, and other "undesirable" groups. The
Holocaust, the systematic genocide of six million Jews and millions of others, was a central

element of Nazi Germany's war effort, aimed at eliminating those deemed racially inferior.

In the years following World € War II, the world came to understand the extent of the
atrocities committed by Nazi Germany. The Nuremberg Trials held accountable those
responsible for war crimes and crimes against humanity, leading to the recognition of the
Holocaust and the horrors of the Nazi regime.




USSR’s Point of view

The Soviet Union considered World War Il to be a war for the survival of the nation. The
Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941 was a massive attack that killed millions and
destroyed much of the country. The Soviet people fought bravely and eventually repelled

the Nazis, but the war had a profound impact on the Soviet Union.

The Soviet view of World War Il was shaped by a number of factors, including:

The Nazi ideology of racial superiority directly threatened the Soviet people.
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, which temporarily linked the Soviet Union to Nazi Germany ==
The great loss of life and property that the Soviet Union suffered during the war.

The Cold War, which began immediately after the war, and opposed the Soviet Union to the

United States £ and its allies.

The Soviet view of World €9 War Il remains controversial to this day. Some historians argue
that the Soviet Union was primarily motivated by self-interest, while others believe that the
Soviet people fought bravely for their country and for the principles of freedom and
democracy. owner. In, the Soviet view of the Second World ) War can be summed up as

follows:

The war was a fight for the survival of the nation against the Nazi regime which was a direct

threat to the Soviet people.

The war was a victory for the Soviet people, who fought bravely and ultimately repelled the

Nazis.
The war had a profound impact on the Soviet Union, both physically and psychologically.

The war led to the Cold &% War, pitting the Soviet Union against the United States £ and

its allies.



The Soviet Union's perspective on World War Il is marked by its immense sacrifices,
heroism, and the critical role it played in defeating Nazi Germany ™% on the Eastern Front.
The war, referred to as the Great Patriotic War in the USSR, had a profound impact on the

nation's identity and historical narrative.

The Soviet Union endured tremendous losses during the war, with an estimated 27 million
Soviet citizens losing their lives. The Red Army's resilience and determination played a
significant role in pushing back the German forces and ultimately capturing Berlin. The

Battle of Stalingrad is often seen as a pivotal turning point in the conflict.

In post-war Soviet memory, the war is celebrated as a testament to the Soviet people's
unity, sacrifice, and contribution to the defeat of fascism. Victory Day, celebrated on May

9th, remains a major national holiday in many of the successor states of the Soviet Union.

However, it's worth noting that the official Soviet narrative also tended to downplay or
ignore some aspects of the war, such as the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact with Nazi
Germany ™8  and focused on the heroic aspects of the war effort. Since the dissolution of
the Soviet Union in 1991, there has been more open discussion and examination of the

complexities surrounding the war's history.

British Empire’s Point Of View

The British Empire viewed World War Il as a war of survival against the Axis, especially Nazi

Germany ==

The British Empire lost many of its colonies during and after the war, and it eventually gave

up its imperial status entirely.



In, the British Empire's view of the Second World €9 War can be summed up as follows: The
war was a struggle for survival against the Nazi regime that posed a direct threat to the

British Empire and its people.

The war was a victory for the British people, who fought bravely and ultimately defeated

the Axis powers.

The war led to the end of the British Empire and the emergence of the United States £ as

the world's leading superpower.

In addition to the above, the British Empire also played an important role in the Allied war

effort.
The British Empire's contribution to the Allied victory in World €) War Il was substantial.

However, the war also accelerated the decline of the British Empire and eventually led to its

disintegration.

From the British perspective, World €9 War Il was a pivotal and transformative period in
their history. The war began with the United Kingdom Zi& and France I B declaring war on
Nazi Germany ™= following its invasion of Poland s in 1939. The British stood as one of

the Allies, along with other nations, against the Axis powers.

The Battle of Britain ZfZ , fought in the skies over the UK 22, marked a crucial moment as
the Royal @ Air Force successfully defended the country against the German Luftwaffe's
aerial attacks. This event is often seen as a symbol of British resilience and determination in

the face of adversity.

The British also played a vital role in the war effort in other theaters, including North Africa,
the Mediterranean, and Europe. The D-Day landings in 1944, which marked the Allied
invasion of Normandy, were a pivotal moment in the war's European theater and helped

pave the way for the liberation of Western Europe from Nazi occupation.

The war deeply affected British society, leading to sacrifices on the home % front, such as

rationing and the evacuation of children from urban areas. Winston Churchill, the British
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Prime Minister during most of the war, became a symbol of leadership and resolve,

inspiring the nation during challenging times.

The British perspective on World ) War Il is one of resilience, determination, and sacrifice.
The country played a crucial role in the Allied victory, enduring the Blitz, which was a
sustained bombing campaign by Nazi Germany ™% | and ultimately contributing to the
defeat of Axis powers. The Battle of Britain, where the Royal &% Air Force successfully
defended against German air attacks, is often seen as a turning point. Winston Churchill's
leadership and his speeches are still remembered as symbols of British defiance. The war

had a profound impact on the nation's identity, shaping its post-war policies and

international relationships.

United States Point Of view

The United States £ entered World War Il in 1941 after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. The US £ fought on the Allied side against the Axis powers of Germany ™= | |taly
B, andJapan e .The US E played a major role in the defeat of the Axis powers, and

emerged from the war as a global superpower.

Here are some of the key events that shaped the US's point of view on World ¥t War I
The rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in Germany ==,

The Japanese invasion of China il in 1937.

The Neutrality Acts of 1935 and 1937, which restricted US £ involvement in foreign wars.

The Lend-Lease Act of 1941, which allowed the US Z= to provide military aid to Britain and

other Allied countries.
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The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.
The US Z declaration of war against Japan ® and Germany ™% on December 8, 1941.

The US's point of view on World War Il was complex and evolving. However, the US £
ultimately came to see the war as a fight for freedom and democracy against the forces of
fascism and aggression.

During World @) War Il, the United States played a significant role as one of the Allies. The
country initially remained neutral but eventually entered the war after the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. The U.S. committed significant resources to the war
effort, both in terms of troops and industrial production. The war had a transformative
effect on the U.S. economy, leading to increased manufacturing and technological

advancements.

The U.S. participated in major campaigns in Europe and the Pacific. In Europe, American £
forces played a crucial role in defeating Nazi Germany alongside British, Soviet, and other
Allied forces. In the Pacific, the U.S. engaged in a long and intense campaign against
Imperial Japan, which culminated in the use of atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki, leading to Japan's surrender in 1945.

World ¥ War Il had a profound impact on American Z society and foreign policy. It
solidified the United States as a global superpower and marked the beginning of the Cold
9 War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The war also prompted important social

changes, including advancements in civil rights and women's roles in the workforce.

Fascist Italy’s Point Of View
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Italy B B joined the Axis powers in 1940 in hopes of expanding its territory and influence.
However, the war turned against Italy I B, and it was eventually defeated and occupied by
the Allies.

Here are some of the key events that shaped Italy's point of view on World ¥ War Il:
The rise of Benito Mussolini and the Fascist Party in Italy I B.

The invasion of Ethiopia & by Italy in 1935.

The alliance with Germany ™% and Japan e in the Tripartite Pact of 1940.

The invasion of Greece £ in 1940.

The defeat of Italy I B in North Africa in 1943.

The overthrow of Mussolini and the Italian surrender to the Allies in 1943.

Italy's point of view on World ¥ War Il was complex and evolving. However, Italy I §

ultimately came to see the war as a mistake and a disaster.

During World 2 War Il, Italy B B initially aligned with Nazi Germany ™% and Imperial Japan
e as part of the Axis powers. The Italian leader, Benito Mussolini, sought to expand Italy's
territorial influence and align with Germany's ambitions. However, Italy's military

performance was often lackluster, and the country faced defeats on multiple fronts.

As the war progressed and the tide turned against the Axis powers, Italy I B faced
significant losses. In 1943, Mussolini was overthrown, and Italy I B surrendered to the Allies.
The country then switched sides and joined the Allied forces, participating in the liberation

of Europe and the defeat of Nazi Germany ==

Italy's involvement in World ¥ War Il is complex, characterized by its shifting allegiances

and the impact of the war on its society and economy.

Public sentiment in Italy during World War Il was diverse and evolved over time. Initially,
there was a sense of enthusiasm and support for Mussolini's expansionist ambitions. The
government propagated nationalist and fascist propaganda that portrayed Italy B B as a

powerful nation aligned with Germany ™% and Japan e .
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However, as the war progressed and Italy faced defeats, the enthusiasm waned, and the
realities of the conflict began to impact the population. The war brought economic
hardships, food shortages, and loss of life. Many Italians grew disillusioned with the war

effort and the leadership of Mussolini.

By the time of Mussolini's ousting in 1943, public sentiment had shifted significantly. The
surrender to the Allies was met with a mixture of relief and uncertainty. After joining the
Allies, Italy I B experienced division and upheaval, with different regions of the country

experiencing varying degrees of support for the new government.

In general, Italy's perspective on World # War Il was complex and changed as the war's
outcome became more apparent, and the country faced the consequences of its initial

alignment with the Axis powers.

Japanese Empire’s Point of view

The Japanese perspective on World War Il is multifaceted and has evolved over time. Similar

to Italy, there was a range of viewpoints among the Japanese population during the war.

At the start of the conflict, the Japanese government, led by militaristic factions, aimed to
expand the Japanese Empire in Asia and the Pacific. The government used nationalist and
imperialistic propaganda to rally support for the war effort, portraying Japan e as a

superior nation destined to establish its dominance.

During the early stages of the war, there was a sense of national unity and pride in many
quarters of Japanese society. However, as the war progressed and Japan e faced military
setbacks, economic difficulties, and the devastating consequences of Allied bombings,

public sentiment began to shift.
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As the war reached its later stages, the realities of defeat and destruction became
increasingly evident. The use of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki further
reinforced the horrors of war and the impact of Japan's military aggression. The Japanese
Emperor's decision to surrender was a turning point, leading to a reevaluation of Japan's

wartime actions.

In the decades that followed, Japan ® underwent a process of reflection and reconciliation.
The country acknowledged its role in the war, expressed remorse for its actions, and
focused on rebuilding and forming peaceful relationships with its neighbors. Modern Japan
e promotes pacifism and international cooperation, aiming to prevent a repetition of the

wartime atrocities and the suffering experienced during that era.

The Japanese perspective on World War Il is complex and multifaceted. For many Japanese,
the war is viewed as a period of national tragedy and reflection on the consequences of
militarism and imperialism. The country's involvement in the war began with its
expansionist ambitions in Asia, resulting in aggression against neighboring countries. The
attack on Pearl Harbor brought Japan e into conflict with the United States £ and its
Allies.

In modern times, Japan e acknowledges its role in causing suffering and devastation
during the war, particularly with events like the Nanking Massacre and the use of forced
labor. There are ongoing debates within Japan e about the extent of its responsibility and

the proper ways to remember and atone for the past.

It's important to note that there are differing opinions within Japan regarding the war's
legacy, with some emphasizing Japan's victimhood due to the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as the firebombing of Tokyo. Overall, the Japanese
perspective on WWII is a mix of remorse, reflection, and a commitment to peace and

reconciliation.
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Impact Of WW2 on India

World ¥ War Il had a significant impact on India. The war led to the deaths of millions of
Indians, both soldiers and civilians. It also caused widespread economic disruption and

social unrest.
Here are some of the specific impacts of World #% War Il on India == :

Military recruitment and deployment: Over 2.5 million Indians served in the British
Indian Army during World War Il. Many of these soldiers fought in the Middle East, North
Africa, and Southeast Asia.

Economic disruption: The war led to a decline in trade and a shortage of goods, which

caused inflation and hardship for many Indians.

Social unrest: The war led to increased political and social unrest in India. The Quit India

== Movement of 1942 was a major expression of this unrest.

Famine: The Bengal famine of 1943 was a major humanitarian crisis that killed millions of
people. The famine was caused by a combination of factors, including the war, the

diversion of food supplies to the military, and the failure of the monsoon rains.

Partition: The end of World War Il led to the partition of India into two independent
dominions, India == and Pakistan [ . The partition was a bloody and chaotic process that

led to the deaths of millions of people.
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The impact of World ¥ War Il on India == was profound. The war helped to accelerate the
end of British rule in India == and led to the country's independence in 1947. However, the
war also left a legacy of economic and social problems that continue to shape India ==

today.

World ¥ War Il had significant impacts on ==, both in terms of its political landscape and

its society:

Movement for Independence: During World ¥t War Il, India was under British colonial
rule. The war brought about a unique opportunity for India's leaders to press for greater
self-governance, as the British sought support from their colonies in the war effort. The
Quit India Movement in 1942, led by Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian National Congress,
demanded an end to British rule. The movement faced brutal repression, but it marked a

turning point in India's struggle for independence.

Economic Effects: The war disrupted India's economy. The British government
requisitioned resources and supplies for the war effort, leading to shortages and inflation.
The war also shifted trade patterns, affecting Indian exports. These economic challenges

contributed to widespread discontent.

Partition and Communal Tensions: The war intensified religious and communal tensions.
The demand for Pakistan gained momentum during and after the war, as Muslim leaders
believed that a separate nation was necessary to protect Muslim interests. This ultimately

led to the partition of India == in 1947 and the creation of India == and Pakistan @& .

Role in the War: India == contributed significantly to the war effort by providing soldiers,
resources, and strategic bases. Indian troops fought in various theaters of the war, and
their contributions were acknowledged, though often underrepresented in historical

accounts.

Social Changes: The war impacted Indian society as well. It led to urbanization and
increased opportunities for women to enter the workforce. The war experience also played

a role in shaping social and political consciousness.
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Post-War Effects: The end of World War Il accelerated the process of decolonization
globally. India's struggle for independence gained international attention, and the

weakening of the British Empire led to discussions about India's future.

Overall, World War Il acted as a catalyst for India's struggle for independence and played a

pivotal role in shaping the nation's trajectory in the post-war era.

qea HIALH

Aftermath

World #2 War Il was a global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945. The vast majority of the
world's countries—including all of the great powers—eventually formed two opposing
military alliances: the Allies and the Axis. In a state of total war, directly involving more than
100 million personnel from more than 30 countries, the major participants threw their
entire economic, industrial, and scientific capabilities behind the war effort, blurring the
distinction between civilian and military resources. World ¥t War Il was the deadliest
conflict in human history, marked by 50 to 85 million fatalities, most of whom were civilians
in the Soviet Union and China il . Tens of millions of people died due to genocides
(including the Holocaust), premeditated death from starvation, massacres, and disease.
Aircraft played a major role in the conflict, including in the strategic bombing of population

centers, the development of nuclear 4% weapons, and the only two uses of such in war.
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The Axis powers were Germany ™=  |taly I B, and Japan e . They were motivated by a
desire to expand their territory and influence, and by a belief in the superiority of their race
or nation. The Axis powers were defeated by the Allies, which included the United States £
, the Soviet Union, Britain Zi&, and France B I . The Allies were motivated by a desire to

defend democracy and freedom, and by a belief in the equality of all people.

The following are the specific points of view of some of the major countries involved in
World War II:

Germany ™= : Germany ™8 was |ed by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. The Nazis believed in
the superiority of the Aryan race and sought to create a Greater Germany ™= that would
dominate Europe.

Italy B B : Italy I B was led by Benito Mussolini and the Fascist Party. The Fascists believed in

the strength of the state and sought to create a more powerful Italy I ¥ .

Japan e :Japan e was led by the Emperor and the military. The Japanese believed in the
superiority of the Japanese race and sought to create a Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity

Sphere that would be dominated by Japan e .

The United States £ : The United States 2 was led by Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S.
Truman. The US £ was motivated by a desire to defend democracy and freedom, and by a

belief in the equality of all people.

The Soviet Union: The Soviet Union was led by Joseph Stalin. The Soviet Union was

motivated by a desire to protect itself from Nazi Germany ™% and to spread communism.

Britain 2 : Britain Z& was led by Winston Churchill. Britain Z& was motivated by a desire to

defend its empire and to protect democracy.

France B B : France I B was led by Charles de Gaulle. France was motivated by a desire to

regain its independence and to restore its greatness.
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World War Il was a complex and tragic event that had a profound impact on the world. It is
important to remember the events of this war and to learn from them so that we can

prevent such a conflict from happening again.

Our Study In Short

World War Il was a global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945. The vast majority of the
world's countries—including all of the great powers—eventually formed two opposing
military alliances: the Allies and the Axis. In a state of total war, directly involving more than
100 7% million personnel from more than 30 countries, the major participants threw their
entire economic, industrial, and scientific .. # capabilities behind the war effort, blurring
the distinction between civilian and military resources. World War Il was the deadliest
conflict in human history, marked by 50 to 85 million fatalities, most of whom were civilians
in the Soviet Union and China i . Tens of millions of people died due to genocides
(including the Holocaust), premeditated death from starvation, massacres, and disease.
Aircraft played a major role in the conflict, including in the strategic bombing of population

centers, the development of nuclear 4% weapons, and the only two uses of such in war.

The Axis powers were Germany, Italy, and Japan. They were motivated by a desire to
expand their territory and influence, and by a belief in the superiority of their race or
nation. The Axis powers were defeated by the Allies, which included the United States £,
the Soviet Union, Britain 2, and France B I . The Allies were motivated by a desire to

defend democracy and freedom, and by a belief in the equality of all people.
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The following are the specific points of view of some of the major countries involved in
World War II:

Germany ™= : Germany ™8 was |ed by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. The Nazis believed in
the superiority of the Aryan race and sought to create a Greater Germany ™= that would

dominate Europe.

Italy B B : Italy I B was led by Benito Mussolini and the Fascist Party. The Fascists believed in

the strength of the state and sought to create a more powerful Italy I ¥ .

Japan e :Japan e was led by the Emperor and the military. The Japanese believed in the
superiority of the Japanese race and sought to create a Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity

Sphere that would be dominated by Japan e .

The United States £ : The United States 2 was led by Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S.
Truman. The US was motivated by a desire to defend democracy and freedom, and by a

belief in the equality of all people.

The Soviet Union: The Soviet Union was led by Joseph Stalin. The Soviet Union was

motivated by a desire to protect itself from Nazi Germany ™% and to spread communism.

Britain 2 : Britain Z& was led by Winston Churchill. Britain Z& was motivated by a desire to

defend its empire and to protect democracy.

France B B : France I B was led by Charles de Gaulle. France | | was motivated by a desire to

regain its independence and to restore its greatness.

World War Il was a complex and tragic event that had a profound impact on the world. It is
important to remember the events of this war and to learn from them so that we can

prevent such a conflict from happening again.
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